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ODOT disparity study to focus on minority-owned and
women-owned businesses
SALEM – ODOT is conducting a study that will analyze whether minority- and women-owned
businesses have equal access to contracting opportunities within Oregon’s transportation
contracting industry and with ODOT’s own contracts. Keen Independent Research will manage
the study, which will include public meetings, interviews, data analysis and more. The study
findings will help the department operate the federal Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)
Program. ODOT’s last disparity study was conducted in 2011.

“It’s important that we listen for all voices and learn as much as possible about the needs and
concerns of Oregon’s minority- and women-owned businesses,” said Matthew Garrett, ODOT
director. “This is an opportunity to work with our business community to create a level playing
field when contracting with ODOT.”

Garrett invited highway construction and engineering-related businesses, as well as others
interested, to attend public meetings to help inform the study; comments are also accepted
online at www.ODOTDBEstudy.org or by calling (503) 660-8865.
•

Bend, Feb. 23, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.: ODOT Region 4 HQ/Building M, Crater Lake/Diamond
Lake Conference Rooms, 63055 N. Hwy 97, Bend, OR 97701.

•

Roseburg, Feb. 24, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.: ODOT Region 3 HQ, West Conference Room,
3500 NW Stewart Parkway, Roseburg, OR 97470.

•

Salem, Feb. 25, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.: ODOT Transportation Building, Gail L Achterman
Commission Room 103, 355 Capitol St. NE, Salem, OR 97301. This meeting is also
available via live webinar beginning at 2:45 p.m. at www.ODOTDBEstudy.org.

•

Portland, Feb. 26, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.: Oregon Association of Minority Entrepreneurs,
Large Conference Room, 731 N Hayden Meadows Dr., Portland, OR 97217.
-more-

For updated information on highway work and current travel information throughout Oregon,
visit www.tripcheck.com or call the toll-free Oregon road report at 511 or (800) 977-6368
Visit the ODOT News Media Center at www.oregon.gov/ODOT/COMM/
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All meeting locations are ADA-accessible. Accommodations will be provided to persons with
disabilities, and alternate formats of printed material are available upon request. Please call
(503) 986-4355 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting (statewide relay 7-1-1).

Input collected at these meetings and throughout the study process will help shape research
efforts conducted later this spring, including surveys and stakeholder interviews. For more
information, visit www.ODOTDBEstudy.org.
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